
Planning your own Gothic/Horror Story 

After reading Washington Irving’s “The Devil and Tom Walker”, you will analyze the story for elements of fiction 

common to modern-day horror stories. You will then use the third column to plan your own horror story. The more 

elements you include, the better your grade will be.  

 Examples from  
The Devil & Tom Walker 

Your Gothic/Horror Story 

Eerie setting with a 
wicked history 
 
 
 

  

Detailed descriptions 
of characters 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Villain described in 
great detail 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Dark symbolism 
 
 
 

  

Evil bargain  
 
 
 

  

Sinister quest of one 
of the characters 
 
 

  

Gruesome find 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Lesson learned 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Builds suspense 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Foreshadowing 
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Eerie setting with a 
wicked history 
 
 
 

+ Dark, gloomy, melancholy swamp 
+ Known location of former Indian fort and 
the burying of pirate treasure 
 

 

Detailed descriptions 
of characters 
 
 

+ Greedy (miserly) 
+ Tom and his wife argued (and she hit 
him)  
+ Tom’s wife is “fierce of temper, loud of 
tongue, and strong of arm”. 
 

 

Villain described in 
great detail 
 
 

+ Red eyes 
+ Swathed in red 
+ Carries an ax 
+ Begrimed with soot  
 

 

Dark symbolism 
 
 
 

+ The carrion crows represent death 
+ The trees with names carved in them 
represent individual people. 
 

 

Evil bargain  
 
 
 

+ Tom’s wife attempts to offer her 
household valuables for the pirate’s 
treasure. 
 

 

Sinister quest of one 
of the characters 
 
 

+ Toms goes to make a deal with the devil.  
+ Tom’s wife attempts to do the same. 

 

Gruesome find 
 
 
 

+ The heart and liver of Tom’s wife 
hanging in a tree  
 

 

Lesson learned 
 
 
 

+ Don’t be greedy 
+ If something seems too good to be true, 
it probably is 
 

 

Builds suspense 
 
 

+ Taking an “ill-chosen” route through the 
swamp 
 
 

 

Foreshadowing 
 
 

+ The carrion crows foreshadow the death 
of Tom’s wife  
+ The devil is “begrimed with soot as if 
accustomed to working with fire” 
 

 



 


