
Analyze partial transcript to the Primetime Republican Debate for rhetorical devices. Any good 

argument uses multiple strategies to get his/her point across. Use three different colors to 

highlight examples of pathos, logos and ethos. Be sure to indicate which color represent which 

tactic. Some of these will be more than one.   

 

1. RAND PAUL: “…And these [economic] changes have been disruptive. They have 

changed people’s lives. The jobs that once sustained our middle class, they either don’t 

pay enough or they are gone, and we need someone that understands that as our 

nominee.” 

 

2. BEN CARSON: “Experience comes from a large number of different arenas, and America 

became a great nation early on not because it was flooded with politicians, but because it 

was flooded with people who understood the value of personal responsibility, hard work, 

creativity, innovation, and that’s what will get us on the right track now, as well.”  

 

3. MARCO RUBIO: “I cut taxes every year, totaling $19 billion. We were – we had – we 

balanced every budget. We went from $1 billion of reserves to $9 billion of reserves.” 

 

4. TED CRUZ: “If you’re looking for someone to go to Washington, to go along to get along, 

to get – to agree with the career politicians in both parties who get in bed with the 

lobbyists and special interests, then I ain’t your guy.”  

 

5. TED CRUZ: “I will always tell the truth and do what I said I would do.”  

 

6. CHRIS CHRISTIE: “The fact is – in the eight years before I became governor, taxes and 

fees were raised at the state level 115 times. In the eight years before I became governor, 

spending was increased 56 percent…..before I became governor, there was zero net 

private sector job growth in New Jersey. Zero. For eight years … a hundred ninety-two 

thousand private sector jobs in the five and a half years I’ve been governor.” 

 

7. MIKE HUCKABEE: “It’s time that we recognize the Supreme Court is not the Supreme 

Being, and we change the policy to be pro-life and protect children instead of rip up their 

body parts and sell them like they’re parts to a Buick.”   

 

8. RAND PAUL: “I’m the leading voice in America for not arming the allies of ISIS.”  

 

9. JEB BUSH: [Explaining his view on border control] “…the great majority of people coming 

here illegally have no other option. They want to provide for their family.”  

 



10. JOHN KASICK: [Explaining his view on expanding Medicaid to help treat the mentally ill] 

“I’d rather get them their mediation so they could lead a decent life.”    

11. JOHN KASICK: “Eighty percent of the people in our prisons have addictions or 

problems.”  

      

12. JOHN KASICK: “…everybody across this country knows that the tsunami of drugs is – is 

threatening their very families.”                         

 

 

13. JOHN KASICK: “…our Medicaid is growing at one of the lowest rates in the country. 

And, finally, we went from $8 billion in the hole to $2 billion in the black.”        

 

14. CHRIS CHRISTIE: “I’m the only person on this stage who’s actually filed applications 

under the Patriot Act … who has presented and investigated and jailed terrorists in the 

country after September 11th.”  

 

15. BEN CARSON: “And I’ve talked to a lot of generals, a lot of our advanced people. And 

believe me, if we gave them the mission…”  

 

16. JEB BUSH: “If we are going to compete in this world we’re in today, there is no possible 

way we can do it with lowering expectations and dumbing down everything. Children are 

going to suffer and families’ hearts are going to be broken that their kids won’t be able to 

get a job in the 21st Century.” 

 

17. CHRIS CHRISTIE: “If we don’t deal with this problem [Social Security], it will bankrupt 

our country, or lead to massive tax increases, neither one that we want in this country.”  

 

18. DONALD TRUMP: “The fact is, I built a net worth of more than $10 billion. I have a great, 

great company. I employ thousands of people. And I’m very proud of the job I did.”  

 


