
Activity #1 – Anne Bradstreet Background 

After reading the background information about Anne Bradstreet, you will create a 3-question quiz 

about her. Provide answers to your questions.  

 

Activity #2 – “To My Dear and Loving Husband” & “Huswifery” (Edward Taylor) 

When reading works from the Puritan era, it is important to stop and clarify meaning by rereading 

and restating difficult passages as needed in order to fully appreciate the literature. Be aware of the 

following as you read the Puritan poets.  

Archaic language – words that were once in common use but that are now considered old-fashioned 

or out-of-date.  

Inverted syntax – sentence structure in which the expected order of words is reversed.  

Make a chart for each poem (“To My Dear and Loving Husband” and “Huswifery) with a column for 

Archaic Language and one for Inverted Syntax. As you read both poems, record examples of archaic 

language and inverted syntax and restate so that they “make sense” to us. 

Example from “Upon the Burning of our House” 

  Archaic Language   Inverted Syntax     

  “Blest” (blessed)   “when rest I took” (when I took rest) 

Answer all of the questions in the margins of both poems in complete sentences.  

 

Activity #3 – Poetry Pairing 

Reread “To My Dear and Loving Husband”. Read the Times article, “Bound by Love and Disability, 

and Keeping a Vow Until the End”.  

Answer the following: 

1) Why do you think this poem was paired with this article?  

2) What does the pairing say about life today? Do you think someone looking at it in 25 years 

from now would “get” the same meaning? What about 100 years?  

Writing Assignment: Write a dialogue between the poet and the journalist discussing their works.   

 

 

  



 



 



 


